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The Emancipation Proclamation

Lincoln, the “Great Emancipator,” embodied a growing American abhorrence of slavery that was climaxed by
the Civil War. Although a military measure, the Emancipation Proclamation, issued on January 1, 1863, freed
the slaves in most of the territory in arms against the Federal Government, and foreshadowed the abolition
of slavery itself. The first and signature pages of the official proclamation bearing Lincoln’s signature and the
seal of the United States are shown.
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